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Intestinal obstruction may be duo to various mechanical or functional reasons. Worms, especially Ascaris 
worms are one of the mechanical reasons of intestinal obstruction. Obstruction due to Taenia saginata is a 
rare phenomenon. 
Here we report a case of intestinal obstruction due to Taenia saginata infection in a 30 year-old male patient 
undergoing laparatomy with the diagnosis of intestinal obstruction. The cause of intestinal obstruction was 
unknown initially, but during milking of intestinal contents through naso- gastric tube a Taenia saginata 
worm was accidentally detected in the tube. 
Keywords: Intestinal obstruction, Taenia saginata 
Journal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences, 2011; 18(1): 89-92  
 
References 
1. Baron S. Medical microbiology 4th ed., 
The University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston, 1996. 
2. Bordon LM. Intestinal obstruction due 
to Taenia saginata infection: a case 
report. J Trop Med Hyg 1992; 95(5): 
352-3. 
3. Shelton B.K. Intestinal obstruction. 
AACN Clinical Issues 1999; 10(4): 478-
91. 
4. Akgun Y. Intestinal obstruction caused 
by Ascaris lumbricoides. Dis Colon Rec 
1996; 39(10): 1159-63. 
5. Egea Valenzuela J, Sanchez Torres A, 
Carballo Alvarez F. Bowel subocclusion 
by Ascaris. Rev Esp Enferm Dig 2008; 
100(9): 579-80. 
6. Rodriguez EJ, Gama MA, Ornstein SM, 
Anderson WD. Ascariasis causing small 
bowel volvulus. Radiographics 2003; 
23(5): 1291-3. 
7. Rodriguez-Garcia AJ, Belmares-
Taboada J, Hernandez-Sierra J. Ascaris 
lumbricoides-caused risk factors for 
intestinal occlusion and subocclusion. 
Cir Cir 2004; 72(1): 37-40. 
8. Villamizar E, Mendez M, Bonilla E, 
Varon H, de Onatra S. Ascaris 
lumbricoides infestation as a cause of 
intestinal obstruction in children: 
experience with 87 cases. J Pediatr 
Surg 1996; 31(1): 201-4. 
9. Amoake E, Agwe E. Heavy tapeworm 
infestation causing occlusive bowel 
syndrome in a severely psychiatrically 
disturbed man. Trop Doct 2000; 30(2): 
113. 
10. Karanikas ID, Sakellaridis TE, Alexiou CP, 
Siaperas PA, Fotopoulos AC, Antsaklis GI. 
Taenia saginata: a rare cause of bowel 
obstruction. Trans R Soc Trop Med Hyg 
2007; 101(5): 527-8. 
	-*.'!()*+, /0./
	1
&

